Bartonella quintana and Mycobacterium tuberculosis coinfection in an HIV-infected patient with lymphadenitis.
Cat scratch disease (CSD) is usually associated with Bartonella henselae infection in patients with a history of cat exposure, but Bartonella quintana may also be a cause of chronic lympadenopathy in patients with cat or flea contact. The lymph node histopathology of CSD and tuberculosis may be indistinguishable. We report herein the first description of lymph node coinfection with B. quintana and M. tuberculosis in a 32-year HIV-infected woman. Culture of lymph node biopsy material on Columbia agar with sheep blood and on human endothelial cells in shell vial allowed us to isolate not only B. quintana, but also M. tuberculosis hominis.